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nating  ascendancy  over  Turkey: the  other  was Viscount     1853    <
Stratford de Redcliffe, who already possessed the very influ-      ----
ence that was coveted by the Czar, and who had no intention    'ET* 66 of allowing English prestige to be outshone by Russia.
It is essential to examine very jealously the whole course of the intricate negotiations which centred round this main issue. There are those who have laid to the charge of the                        | j
ambassador the blame, if blame it was, of bringing about the                         |*'
Crimean war; and if it should appear from the documents                         *|
that he used his individual influence   in such a manner as                         J
to frustrate negotiations which, without sacrificing the main                         k
Question, would have conduced to peace, then the blame must                         I*
be impartially awarded. If, on the other hand, the cumulative evidence of his official and private papers proves that he                         ^
supported with all his  great influence every proposal that                          * '
could possibly have brought about a reconciliation between                         \\
the two parties, without yielding the main Question, then let                         -'1|
there be no  further talk of blame.    " The Question," be it                         j $
understood, was the Eastern  Question : in this case it took                           ]l\
i'
the  form   of an   attempt of Russia to obtain   a recognized                             /!
ascendancy in Turkey by means of a new hold upon the                             !
Greek subjects of the Ottoman Empire.    That ascendancy,        '                     |j
in the opinion of every statesman in Europe, outside Russia,                             ^
was to be resisted at all costs. There was no divergence of views upon this : Paris, London, Vienna, and even Berlin, would have nothing to do with a Russian protectorate over the                             |i,
Greek Church in Turkey, with all its  obvious consequences.                             f|(j
The only debatable issue was how far this inadmissible pro-                              \
tectorate or ascendancy was included in the original Russian                              |
proposal, and how far it was eliminated in the various amend-                              |
ments thereto  proposed at different times by the different                             ,v
Powers.    The point for Lord Stratford's biographer to ascer-                             y
tain is whether in resisting or suspending this or that pro-                             '|
posal, and in supporting an alternative, the ambassador was                             }l
overstraining his suspicions of Russia and needlessly endangering the prospects of peace.
A few words must be said on the subject of authorities. The official papers relating to this period have been published in considerable detail. The volume of Correspondence respect-